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Curriculum Cross Walk   
2009 New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards for Visual & Performing Arts: Theater and Dance 

 

In Grades K-5, all students are given broad-based exposure to, and provided developmentally appropriate opportunities for exploration in each of the four 

art forms (Dance, Theater, Music, Visual Art) with the goal of attaining basic literacy in the content knowledge and skills delineated in the standards. 

Basic literacy refers to foundational understanding of the rules, tools, and technique that govern arts making and the ability to execute developmentally 

appropriate works of dance, music, theatre, and visual arts in an array of mediums. 

-Introduction to the 2009 New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards for Visual and Performing Arts 
 

Standard/Strand CPI 

Content Area Integration  

Applicable Standards/CPIs 

1.1 Creative 

Process 

A. DANCE  

1.1.2.A.1  Identify the 
1
elements of dance in planned and improvised dance 

sequences  
K-5 Physical Education:  

-NJCCCS 2.5 Motor Skill Development 

STRAND A. Movement Skills and Concepts  

 2.5.2.A.1, 2, 3, 4 

 2.5.4.A.1, 2, 3, 4 

 2.5.6.A.1, 2, 3, 4 

1.1.2.A.2 

 

Use improvisation to discover new movement to fulfill the intent of the 

choreography. 

1.1.5.A.2 Analyze the use of improvisation that fulfills the intent of and develops 

choreography in both its form and structure. 

1.1.2.A.4 Apply and adapt isolated and coordinated body part articulations, body 

alignment, 
2
balance and 

3
body patterning. 

1.1.5.A.4 Differentiate contrasting and complimentary shapes, shared weight 

centers, body parts, body patterning, balance, and range of motion in 

compositions and performances. 

1.1.5.A.1 

 
Analyze both formal and expressive aspects of time, shape, space, and 

energy, and differentiate basic 
4
choreographic structures in various 

dance works. 

1.1.2.A.3 Demonstrate the difference between pantomime, pedestrian movement, 

abstract gesture, and dance movement. 

School Dance Assemblies/Performances and 

guest artists  
-Student discussion; verbal and/or written 

critiques of dance performance 
1.1.5.A.3 Determine how accompaniment (such as sound, spoken text or silence) 

can affect choreography and improvisation. 

1.2 Creative 

Process 

       C. Theatre 

1.1.2.C.1 Identify basic 
5
elements of theatre and describe their use in a variety of 

theatrical performances. 

Drama/theatre performances: School 

Assemblies, field trips to area theatres  
K-2: Students will identify the basic elements of 

theatre and describe the plot, character, action, 

spectacle, and sound used in theatrical 

performances they attended. 

1.1.5.C.1 Evaluate the 
6
characteristics of a well-made play in a variety of scripts 

and performances. 



-Student discussion; completion of a graphic 

organizer  

Grades 3-5: Common Core ELA-Reading 

Students will identify the characteristics of a 

well-made play (inciting incident, confrontation, 

rising action, climax, dénouement, resolution) 

and evaluate written and performed plays using 

these characteristics  

-discussion, written/verbal evaluation of plays 

1.1.2.C.2 Express stage directions, areas of the stage, basic stage movements, and 

parts of a script using correct theatre terms (e.g., setting, costumes, plot, 

theme, etc.). 

K-2 Common Core ELA standards-Reading 

-students will use correct theatre terms during 

interactive reading of a play 

1.1.5.C.2 Interpret the relationship between the actor’s physical and vocal choices 

and an audience’s perception of character development by identifying 

examples of vocal variety, stage business, concentration, and focus. 

Drama/theatre performances: School 

Assemblies, field trips to area theatres; school 

performances  

1.1.2.C.3 Distinguish between characters, actors, and the self by demonstrating 

respect for personal space, creative movement, and pantomime skills 

while interacting with others in creative drama and storytelling. 

K-2 Common Core ELA standards-Reading, 

Speaking/Listening 

Students will engage in creative drama and 

storytelling 

1.1.5.C.3 Analyze the use of 
7
technical theatrical elements to identify how time, 

place, mood, and theme are created. 

Drama/theatre performances: School 

Assemblies, field trips to area theatres; school 

performances  

Students will analyze how lighting, sets, 

properties, and sound are used to create time, 

place, mood and theme in a play/ theatrical 

performance. 
1.1.2.C.4 Describe the use of the technical theatrical elements by examining 

examples of theatrical design in productions. 

Drama/theatre performances: School 

Assemblies, field trips to area theatres; school 

performances  
Students will describe the lighting, sets, 

properties and sound used in a theatrical 

performance they attend. 

1.2: History of 

the Arts and 

Culture 

1.2.2.A.1 Identify characteristic theme-based works of dance and theatre, such as 

artworks based on the themes of family and community, from various 

historical periods and world cultures. 

Drama/theatre performances: School 

Assemblies, field trips to area theatres; school 

performances  



Strand A.  

History of the 

Arts and Culture 

Students will identify works of theatre that share 

a common theme 

1.2.5.A.1 Recognize works of dance and theatre as a reflection of societal values 

and beliefs. 

3-5 Common Core ELA-Reading; Social 

Studies 

Students will discuss how works of dance and 

theatre reflect the beliefs and values of society 

1.3 Performance 

A. DANCE 

1.3.2.A.1 Create and perform planned and improvised movement sequences using 

the elements of dance, with and without musical accompaniment, to 

communicate meaning around a variety of themes. 

K-5 Physical Education:  

NJCCCS 2.5 Motor Skill Development 

– A. Movement Skills and Concepts  

 2.5.2.A.1, 2, 3, 4 

 2.5.4.A.1, 2, 3, 4 

 2.5.6.A.1, 2, 3, 4 

1.3.5.A.1 Perform planned and improvised sequences with a distinct beginning, 

middle, and end that manipulate time, space, and energy, and accurately 

transfer rhythmic patterns from the auditory to the kinesthetic. 

1.3.2.A.2 Create and perform planned and improvised movement sequences, 

alone and in small groups, with variations in tempo, meter, rhythm, 

spatial level (i.e., low, middle, and high), and spatial pathway. 

1.3.5.A.2 Use improvisation as a tool to create and perform movement sequences 

incorporating various spatial levels (i.e., low, middle, and high), 

tempos, and spatial pathways. 

1.3.2.A.3 Define and maintain personal space, concentrate, and appropriately 

direct focus while performing movement skills. 

1.3.5.A.3 Create and perform dances alone in small groups that communicate 

meaning on a variety of themes, using props or artwork as creative 

stimuli. 

1.3.2.A.4 Create and perform original movement sequences alone and with a 

partner using 
8
locomotor and non- locomotor movements at various 

levels in space. 

1.3.5.A.4 Demonstrate developmentally appropriate 
9
kinesthetic awareness of 

basic anatomical 
10

principles, using flexibility, balance, strength, focus, 

concentration, and coordination. 

1.3.5.A.5 Perform basic sequences of movement from different styles or traditions 

accurately, demonstrating proper alignment, balance, initiation of 

movement, and direction of focus. 

1.4 Performance 

C. THEATRE 

1.3.2.C.1 Portray characters when given specifics about circumstances, plot, and 

thematic intent, demonstrating logical story sequence and informed 

K-2 Common Core ELA standards-Reading, 

Speaking/Listening; Comprehensive Health 



character choices. (Second Step) 

Students will portray characters from scenarios 

and stories they have read 

1.3.5.C.1 Create original plays using script-writing formats that include stage 

directions and technical theatrical elements, demonstrating 

comprehension of the  elements of theatre and story construction. 

School-based drama clubs, interest groups, and 

school theatrical performances 

1.3.2.C.2 Use voice and movement in solo, paired, and group pantomimes and 

improvisations. 

1.3.5.C.2 Demonstrate how active listening skills, vocal variety, physical 

expression, stage business, sensory recall, concentration, and focus 

affect meaning in scripted and improvised performances. 

1.3.2.C.3 Develop awareness of vocal range, personal space, and character- 

specific vocal and creative movement choices. 

Standard 1.4 

Aesthetic 

Responses & 

Critique 

Methodologies 

Strand A. 

Aesthetic 

Responses 

1.4.2.A.2 Compare and contrast culturally and historically diverse works of 

dance, music, theatre, and visual art that evoke emotion and that 

communicate cultural meaning. 

K-2 Common Core ELA-Reading; Visual & 

Performing Arts 

1.4.5.A.2 Make informed aesthetic responses to artworks based on structural 

arrangement and personal, cultural, and historical points of view. 

3-5 Common Core ELA-Reading; Visual & 

Performing Arts 

1.4.2.A.3 Use imagination to create a story based on an arts experience that 

communicated an emotion or feeling, and tell the story through each of 

the four arts disciplines (dance, music, theatre, and visual art). 

K-2 Common Core ELA-Writing, Speaking/ 

Listening; Visual & Performing Arts 

1.4.5.A.3 Demonstrate how art communicates ideas about personal and social 

values and is inspired by an individual’s imagination and frame of 

reference (e.g., personal, social, political, historical context). 

3-5 Common Core ELA-Reading/Writing, 

Speaking/ Listening; Social Studies; Visual & 

Performing Arts Students will explain verbally 

and in writing how specific works of art 

communicate personal and social values. 

Students will discuss how an individual’s 

imagination and frame of reference serve to 

inspire the creation of a work of art. 

Strand B. 

Critique 

Methodologies 

1.4.2.B.1 Observe the basic arts elements in performances and exhibitions and 

used them to formulate objective assessments of artworks in dance, 

music, theatre, and visual art. 

K-2 Common Core ELA-Listening/ Speaking; 

Visual & Performing Arts  

After attending a performance, students will 

identify basic arts elements they observed and 

use these elements to assess works of art 

1.4.5.B.1 Assess the application of the elements of art and principles of design in 3-5 Common Core ELA-Speaking/Listening; 



dance, music, theatre, and visual artworks using observable, objective 

criteria. 

Visual & Performing Arts 

Students will use objective criteria to assess how 

well a performance applies the elements of dance 

and/or theatre.   

1.4.2.B.2 Apply the principles of positive critique in giving and receiving 

responses to performances. 

K-5 Physical Education:  

NJCCCS 2.5 Motor Skill Development 

– A. Movement Skills and Concepts  

 2.5.2.A.1, 2, 3, 4 

 2.5.4.A.1, 2, 3, 4 

 2.5.6.A.1, 2, 3, 4 

1.4.5.B.2 Use evaluative tools, such as rubrics, for self-assessment and to appraise 

the objectivity of critiques by peers. 

1.4.5.B.3 Use 
11

discipline-specific arts terminology to evaluate the strengths and 

weaknesses of works of dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 

3-5 Common Core ELA-Reading, 

Speaking/Listening 

After reading a play or attending a theatrical 

performance, students will evaluate the strengths 

and weaknesses of a performance using theatre-

specific terminology  

1.4.5.B.5 Distinguish ways in which individuals may disagree about the relative 

merits and effectiveness of artistic choices in the creation and 

performance of works of dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 

3-5 Common Core ELA-Speaking/Listening 

After attending a performance, students will 

discuss the strengths and weaknesses of a 

performance noting areas of disagreement 
 

1
Elements of Dance: The compositional building blocks of dance, including time, space, and energy 

2
Choreographic Structures: For example, AN, ABA, canon, call and response, narrative, rondo, palindrome, theme, variation, and others 

3
Balance: In dance, complimentary positions that are on or off the vertical, horizontal, or transverse axes. 

4
Body patterning: In dance, unilateral movement, contra-lateral movement, upper/lower body coordination, or standing or moving on two feet versus one  

foot during movement patterns. 
5
Elements of theatre: The compositional building blocks of theatre, including but not limited to plot, character, action, spectacle, and sound. 

6
Characteristics of a well-made play: Inciting incident, confrontation, rising action, climax, dénouement, and resolution. 

7
Technical theatrical elements: Technical aspects of theatre, such as lighting, sets, properties, and sound. 

8
Locomotor and non-locomotor movements: Locomotor movements involve travel through space (e.g. running, waling, hopping, jumping, leaping, 

galloping, sliding, skipping), while non-locomotor movements are performed within a personal kinesphere and do not travel through space (e.g. axial 

turns). 
9
Kinesthetic awareness: Spatial sense 

10
Kinesthetic principles: Principles having to do with the physics of movement such as work, force, velocity, and torque. 

11
Discipline-specific arts terminology: Language used to talk about art that is specific to the arts discipline (dance, music, theatre, or visual art) in which it 

was created. 


